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in Ihg Claims' 

Please cancel claims 18, 23, 35 and 3S« 

Please amend claims 1, 2, 9, 13, 15, 17, 19, 20, 24, and 31-34, as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A meUiod fep-Hs mg n pnrfnhTn in^ip^nrJA^i^^jng a iQcatine oininficmcnt T,vhich i; 
conCgUKid for locating at least one Qf - aa - buri e d lino and a boringHopl, said motbod comprising the steps of: 


configuring a ^ portable locator tliai is used f or locating at least one of a buried line and a boring tool to 
integrally support a marking arrangement for use by an operaior in selectively marking the surihcc of the ground, said 
locating airangemcni being supported in one operating position, as part of flie ponable locator, in relation to said 
marking arrangement in anoUicr operating position, as another part of tlie ponable locator, and 

amnfiing an electronics packaRC in the portable locntor for monitori n a operator actuations of the portable 
locator fi) to detect a predetermined operator acmaiinn f or use in controlling the ground marking arrangement, m tn 
detect other operator actuation^ for use In controlling t he locaiing arrangement and fiii^ to. upon detecting the 
predetermined opErat^r actuation, i nitiate marking bv the ground marking arrangcmcni 

with the portable locatpr r s ai d operator ostablisliing a loc ati on on the surfaco of tlic ground rolati\^ to at least 
one of said bu ff i e d line and said boring tool; and 

marking the locaUon on the s urface of the ground uaing said ma rian gsirrangomcnt. 

2, (currently amended) Tlie method of Claim 1 wherein including configuring the marking arrangement 
to mark the surface of the ground is marlcod using aerosol paint responsive to said eleetrenics package. 

3. (original) The method of Claim 2 including the step of configuring said maridng arrangement to accept 
a replaceable canister of aerosol paint. 
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4. (original) The incihod of Claim 1 including the sicp of coufiguring ihc marldiig arrangement such tliat 
aa operator of the portable locator, in a generally upright posiiion, locates using said locaiitjg arrangement and marks the 
suzfaee of the ground using the maiking arrangement. 

5. (original) The method of Claim 4 wherein llie nmiking airangemcnt is configured for finger actuation 
by said operator. 

6. (original) The metliod of Claini 4 ^vherc^n Uic marking arrangement is configuit^i forfoot actuation tiy 
said operator. 

7. (original) Tlie method of Claim 5 wherein the surface of the ground is mariced using aerosol paint 

8. (original) The method of Claim 6 wherein Oie surface of llic grmnd is marked u$ing aerosol paint 

9. (currenUy amended) The method of Claim 1 including the steps of configuring said marking 
airangemeni for marking the surface of the ground using aerosol paint contained in a replaceable canister and providing 
an electrical achiation arrangement, responsive to said clecLroni cs package, for causing emission of the aerosol painl 
from the canister in response to a finger actuation by an operator. 

10. (original) The method of Claim 9 wherein said step of providing the electrical acmation arrangement 
includes the step of using a solenoid to cause emission of Uic aerosol paint. 

1 1 . (original) The method of Claim 1 0 wherein llie solenoid includes a plunger and wherein the step of 
using the solenoid causes movemeni of ihe plunger which movement produces emission of the paint from the canister, 

12. (original) The metliod of Claim 1 1 including the step of coimccting the plunger of the solenoid with a 
lever and arranging tlie lever proximate to Uie canister so that movement of the plunger causes the lever to engage the 
canister to emit the aerosol paint 

13. (currently amended) The mediod of Claim 10 including the steps of interfacing the solenoid with m 
the electronics package, as part of the electrical actu aiion arrangement, and interfecing Uxe electronics padcage with a 
push button switch such that the electronics package electrically achates tlie solenoid responsive to the operator 
engaging tiie push button switch, 
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14. (original) Tlie mediod of Claim 11 funher comprising the steps of housing a bauery pack in the 
portable locator and powering the solenoid and the electronics package from the battciy pack. 

15. (currently amended) A mcUtod for using a portable locator wliich is configured for locating relative to a 
position beneath the surface of the ground, said metliod comprising the steps of: 

configuring the portable locator to include a marking arrangement including a canister for emitting an aerosol 
paint to mark the surface of the grotmd; 

interfacing an electronics package tliat is configured for performing an inground locating function within the 
portable locator to (i) a push button switch located for finger actuation by an operator with the operator standing in an 

upright position holding the portable locator and to (ii) a solenoid liaving a plunger, 

■\ 

housing a battery back in the portable locator for providing power to the electronics package and the solenoid 
such tliac a predetermined actuation of the push buiion s^vitch causes the electronics package to electrically drive tlie 
solenoid thereby moving the plunger of liic solenoid; and 

connecting tlie plunger of said solenoid with a lever arranged proximate to the canister such that movement of 
the plunger, as a result of the electronics package driving the solenoid, engages llie lever with the canister resulting in 
emission of tlie aerosol paim. . 

16. (original) The meiliod of Claim 15 further comprising the steps of: 

with the portable locator, establishing a location on the surface of tl;e ground relative to said position; and 
marking tlte location on the surface of the ground using said marking arrangement 

17. (currently amended) The meQiod of Claim 1 5 including the step of elecuronically monitoring operator 
actuations of ilic pef4£ible4o(3atoF push button switch to detect the a predetermined operator actuation for use in 
controlling the marking arrangement, to detect other operator acmaiions for use in coniroUing the locating arrangement, 
and to» upon detecting the predetermined operator actuation, initiate marking by the marking arrangement. 

18. (canceled) The method of Claim 17 wherein said electronic monitoring step includes tlie step of 
monitoring said push button switch for said prcdeicnnincd operator actuation and said otlier operator actuations. 
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1 9. (cuirenily amended) The method of Claim 4^ 17 wherein said electronic monitoiing step includes the step 
of monitoring the switch for said predetermined operator actuation as a sequence of closing the switeh twice in timed 
succcs$ion and then holding the switch closed. 

20. (once amended) A method lor fabricating a portable device^ said metliod comprising the steps of: 
configuring a lioustng arrangement to define a nr$t operating position and to define a second operating position; 

supporting a locating arrangemcni at ilie first operating position and supporting a ground marking anangement 
at the second operating position such that the locating arrangement and tlie ground marking arrangement in the first and 
second operating positions, respectively, cooperate for use by an operator in identifying a location on the surfece of the 
ground relative to at least one of a buried line and a boring tool with said locating arrangement and for said operator to 
mark the location using said ground marking arranaemcn t; and 

arranging an electronics package in the ponablc locator for monitoring operator actuations of the portable 
locator (i) to detect a oredetennined operator actuation for use in controlling the ground marking arrangement, (fi^ to 
detect other oneiator aquations for use in controlling the locating arrangement and fiiil to. upon detecting the 
predetermined operator actuation, initiate marking bv the ground marking arrangement . 

21. (original) The method of Claim 20 wherein the step of configuring said housing arrangement includes 
the steps of forming a first housing portion and a second housing portion, positioning said locating arrangement within 
said first housing portion, and positioning said ground marking arrangement within said second housing portion. 

22. (original) The method of Claim 21 further including the Sl^ of hinging the first housing portion to the 
second housing portion for movement of tlie first and second housing portions between an operational configuration for 
use by said operator and a compact configuration for at least one of transport and storage. 

23. [canceled] Themetliodof Claim20 including tlic step of arranging an electronics package for 
monitoring operator actuations of the portable device (i) to detect a predetermined operator actuation for use in 
controlling the groimd marking arrangement, (ii) to detect other operator actuations for use in controlling the locating 
arrangement and (iii) to, upon detecting ilic prcdctennined operator actuation, initiate marking by the ground marking 
arrangement. 
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24. [currently amended] The mciliod of Claim ^ 20 wherein said step of arranging the electronics package 
configures the electronics package to monitor a swiich for said predetermined operator acmation and said other operator 
actuations. 

25. (original) The method of Claim 24 wherein said step of arranging the electionics package uses the 
dectronics package to monitor the switch for said predetermined operator actuation as a sequence of closing the switch 
twice in timed succession and tlien holding tlic switch closed. 

26. (original) The method of Claim 3^ 20 including the step of configuring said ground marking 
airangement for marking the location on the surface of the ground using aerosol paint contained in a replaceable canister. 

27. (original) Tlie method of Claim 26 wherein said step of arranging d\e electronics padcage includes the step 
of using a solciu}id to cause emission of the aerosol paint from tlie replaceable canister. 

2S. (original) The meihod of Claim 27 wherein said soienold includes a plunger and wherein said step of using 
tlic solenoid includes the step of causing movement of the plunger^ which movement produces emission of the aerosol 
paint from the replaceable canister 

29. (original) The metliod of Claim 27 wherein said step of using the solenoid includes the steps of: 
interfocing tlie solenoid with said electronics package; and 

configuring tlie electronics package such that the electronics package electrically drives the solenoid re^onsive 
to detection of said predetermined operator actuation. 

30. (original) Tlie mctliod of Claim 29 wherein said step of using the solenoid further includes the steps of: 
housing a batteiy pack in tlie portable device; and 

powering ilie solenoid and the electronics package from ihc battery pack, 

31. (currently amended) A method for fabricating a portable device, said method comprising the steps of: 
configuring a housing arrangement to support a locating arrangement and a marking arrangement; and 
arranging an dcctronics package for monitoring operator actuations of the portable device (i) to detect a 

predetermined operator actuation for use in controlling the marking arrangement , (ii) to detect other operator actuations 
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for use in controlling the locaung arningemcnt in locaiing at least one of a buried line and a boring tool, and (iii) to, upon 
detecting the predetermined operator actuation, initiate marking by tlic maricing arrangement 

32. (currently amended) Tlic method of Claim 3 1 wherein said step of arranging the electronics package 
arranges the electronics package to monitor a switch wluch forms a portion of the portable device locator £:>r said 
predetermined operator actuation and for said otlter opcmtor actuations. 

33. (previously amended) Tlic method of Claim 32 including tlie step of 

conOguring the electronics package to electrically initiate marking by the inaiking arrangement responsive to a 
sequence of closing the switdi twice in Umcd succession and then holding the switch closed. 

34. (currently amended) A method for manuTacmring a portable device^ said method comprising the steps of: 
providing a housing anangemeni; 

supporting a locating airangemcnl in one operational orientation in said housing arrangement, said locating 
arrangement being configured for permitting an operator to locate at least one of a buried line and a boring tool; and 

supporting a ground marking arrangement in another operational orientation for use by the operator in marking 
the ground such that the locating arrangement and the ground imirking arrangement cooperate for use by the operator in 
identifying a location on tlie surface of the ground relative \d at least one of said buried line and said boring tool and in 
marking the location witli llie marking arrangement : and 

arranging an electronics packings, as part of the portable device, for monitoriTig operator actuations of the 
portable locator fx) to detect a predetermined operator actuation for use in controlling the ground marking arnmyement 
CiiS to dete ct other ooerator actuations for use in controlling the locating arrangement and riii) to. upon detecting the 
predetermined operator actuafion. initiate marking bv the around marking arrangement. 

35. (canceled) The method of Claim 34 including the step of arranging an electronics package in said housing 
to monitor operator actuations of tlte portable device by (i) detecting a predetermined operator actuation for use in 
controlling tlie marking arrangement, (ii) detecting other operator actuations for use in controlling the locating 
arrangement and (iii), upon dctectirig the predetermined operator actuation, initiate marking by the marking aixangemeiiL 
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36. (original) The mclUod of Claim 35 wherein said step of arranging the cloctroTiics padcage includes the step 
of configuring die dccironics package to monitor a switch for said predetermined operator actuation and said other 
operator actuations. 

37. (original) The method of Claim 36 wherein said step of conHguring the electronics package customizes the 
electronics package to monitor ihc switch for said predetennined operator actuation as a sequence induding closing the 
switch twice in timed succession and then holding the switch closed. 

38. (canceled] The method of Claim 1 including the steps of (i) providing a switch for receiving contixil 
actuations from the operator for selectively controlling said portable locator and for initiating maricing using said 
marking arrangement and (ii) electronically m^onitoring operator actuations of ihc switch to detect a predetermined 
operator actuation for use in controlling the marking arrangement, to detect other operator actuations for use in 
controlling the locating arrangement, and to, upon delecting tlie predetermined operator actuation of said switch, initiate 
marking by tlie marking arrangement 
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